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The Mellman Group

A Majority Of Republican Primary Voters Think Global 
Warming Is Happening Now

Do you think that global warming is an environmental problem that is happening now, do you 
think that global warming will happen in the future, or do you think that global warming will not 

happen—or don’ t you have an opinion on this? 
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TO: Interested Parties

FROM: The Mellman Group

DATE:   January 11, 2007

RE: Global Warming In New Hampshire’s 2008 Republican Primary

This analysis represents the findings of a statewide survey of 400 likely 2008 Republican presidential 
primary voters in New Hampshire who were interviewed by telephone December 6-10, 2006.  The margin 
of error for this survey is +/-4.0% at the 95% level of confidence.  The margin of error is higher for 
subgroups.

Our poll of likely voters in the 2008 Republican presidential primary demonstrates that there is 
widespread awareness of, concern about, and belief in the seriousness of the problem posed by global 
warming.  Additionally, large super-majorities across every demographic subgroup of the Republican 
primary electorate favor the U.S. taking action now to reduce the carbon emissions that cause global 
warming. Republican primary voters find candidates who talk about the need to deal with global warming 
very compelling, while they are repelled by those who question its seriousness.

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY VOTERS BELIEVE THAT GLOBAL WARMING , CAUSED BY HUMAN 

ACTIVITY , IS REAL AND IS HAPPENING NOW 

More than three-
quarters (79%) of New 
Hampshire primary voters 
believe global warming is a 
reality that is either happening 
now or will happen in the 
future. A solid 56% majority 
say that global warming is
already occurring, while an 
additional 23% believe it will 
happen in the future. Just 14% 
of GOP presidential primary 
voters think global warming 
will not happen. A majority
(52%) of Republican primary 
voters also believe global 
results mainly from human 
activity compared to just 31% 
who believe global warming is 

mainly the result of natural causes (17% don’t know). 
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What’s more, Republican primary voters are confident about these views.  They consider 
themselves well-informed on the subject of global warming, with 81% saying they know at least “some” 
about the issue, including a fourth (25%) who say they know a “great deal” about global warming.

A LARGE MAJORITY OF REPUBLICAN PRIMARY VOTERS PERCEIVE GLOBAL WARMING AS A 

SERIOUS THREAT

A supermajority of
Republican primary voters 
view global warming as a
serious threat.  Seventy 
percent (70%) say that 
global warming already 
constitutes a serious threat 
today. Just 28% believe the 
threat posed by global 
warming is either “not too 
serious,” or “not serious at 
all.”

Registered 
independents who are
likely to vote in the 
Republican primary are 
even more likely to view 
the threat of global 
warming as very serious.  
Eighty-four percent (84%) of registered independents say global warming is a serious threat.

The percentage who classify the threat of global warming as serious is very similar across the state 
(70% in the Concord/Manchester region, 67% in the Nashua region, and 72% in the rest of the state).

Responses to a separate line of questioning reveal that only 38% feel unaffected by global 
warming, while 66% believe “it will have serious consequences” for their grandchildren.

The Mellman Group

Most Republican Primary Voters Consider Global 
Warming A Serious Threat

Generally speaking, how serious of a threat do you think global warming is today, very serious, 
somewhat serious, not too serious, or not serious at all—or don’t you have an opinion on this? 
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A Large Supermajority Of Republican Primary Voters Favor The 
U.S. Taking Action To Reduce Emissions, Including A Solid 

Majority Who “ Strongly” Favor Taking Action

Do you favor or oppose the United States taking action to reduceits emissions of 
gases like carbon dioxide that cause global warming?
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REPUBLICAN PRIMARY VOTERS STRONGLY FAVOR THE U .S. TAKING ACTION TO REDUCE 

GLOBAL WARMING EMISSIONS

There is remarkably 
broad and deep support
among Republican primary 
voters for U.S. action to 
reduce carbon emissions that 
cause global warming.  
Seventy-five percent (75%)
say they favor such action, 
with a clear majority (56%)
“strongly” favoring U.S. 
action.  Just 15% oppose 
action to reduce global 
warming emissions (6% 
undecided, 3% don’t know).

Among those who 
attend “coffees” or meet-the-
candidate events, the demand 
for action is even stronger,
with 80% in favor of action to 

reduce global warming emissions.  

Once again, registered independents who are likely to vote in the Republican primary are even 
more likely to favor action to reduce emissions.  Eighty-four percent (84%) of registered independents
support such action.

Support for action is roughly equal across the different regions of the state.   Large majorities 
across the state say they favor U.S. action (77% in the Concord/Manchester region, 77% in the rest of the 
state, 70% in the Nashua region).  What’s more, these majorities are intense.  Majorities of Republican 
primary voters in every region of the state not only favor action, but say they “strongly” favor U.S. action
(62% “strongly” favor action in the rest of the state, 54% in Concord Manchester, and 51% in Nashua).

Moreover, this issue is of central concern to Republican primary voters. Nearly all (82%) say it is
important to them that the U.S. takes action to reduce the emissions that cause global warming.
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REPUBLICAN PRIMARY VOTERS REJECT NEWT GINGRICH ’S DENIAL OF THE REALITY OF 

GLOBAL WARMING BUT ARE ATTRACTED TO STATEMENTS THAT FOCUS ON SOLUTIONS

Our survey examined voters’ reactions to a number of statements about global warming actually 
made by political figures. Respondents were asked whether or not each statement made them more or less 
likely to vote for the candidate who made the statement, or had no impact – without identifying the source 
of the statement.  

Perhaps most striking, Newt Gingrich’s argument against the reality of global warming elicited 
extremely negative reactions from these Republican primary voters.  Gingrich recently said “There’s no 
evidence to support global warming — none. It’s essentially cultural anthropology.”  Nearly half (46%) of 
Republican primary voters said that this statement made them less likely to vote for the candidate who 
made it, including 34% who said it made them much less likely to vote for that candidate. That compares 
to 32% who said it made them more likely to vote for that candidate and only 13% who said it made them 
much more likely to vote for that candidate. 

The most compelling statements all carried strong calls to action to deal with the threat of global 
warming.  Appealing to America’s can do spirit is effective: “Our dependence on oil is hastening the 
threat posed by global warming. We have to do what America has always done when faced with a big 
challenge – roll up our sleeves and dedicate this country to finding a solution. The country that put a man 
on the moon can be the country to find new lower cost and cleaner forms of energy. Nearly two thirds 
(65%) of GOP primary voters said they were more likely to vote for the author of this statement while 
only 17% said it made them less likely to vote for the candidate.

As attractive was a statement reflecting concrete action already taken: “The Global Warming Plan 
I introduced in my state reduces greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2010. If global warming is 
happening, the actions we take will help.  If global warming is largely caused by human actions, this will 
really help. If we learn decades from now that global warming isn't happening, these actions will still 
help our economy, our quality of life, and the quality of our environment.” A similar 65% were more 
likely to vote for this candidate with only 17% less likely to do so. 

Following close behind was another statement communicating a plan for action: “I support a plan 
that will start a gradual, but decisive shift in energy policy toward low-carbon energy sources. This plan 
is a modest first step, but puts in place a system to slow, stop and ultimately reverse carbon pollution that 
causes global warming.” Here too 64% were more likely to vote for the candidate who made this 
statement, 17% less likely.

Rounding out the four most effective statements was a call to action referencing national security: 
“Getting real about global warming--which must happen soon--will require a commitment to reducing 
our dependence on oil. Reducing our dependence on oil will also make us more secure.” Again, GOP 
voters were more likely rather than less likely to vote for this candidate by 64%-17%.

In short, Republican primary voters are attracted by candidates who promise action to reduce 
global warming and repelled by those who simply deny its existence.


